[IFE UNDER THE SUN
LAST WEEK'S MESSAGE: The Pursuit of Wisdom | Ecclesiastes 1:12-18

THE CENTRAL IDEA: Even a sincere pursuit earthly of wisdom will end in frustration.

In this message, we looked at what happens when we seek meaning, purpose, and happiness by
pursuing wisdom, foolishness, or both.

In these verses, the author, known for his wisdom, invited us to explore the pursuit of wisdom and the
quest for meaning in life. As we delved into this passage, we learned how Jesus, the wisdom of God,
leads us to abundant life and how He can help us make sense of this broken world.

PURSUING WISDOM (vs. 12-15)

Solomon deliberately tried to honestly seek (study) and search (explore) out by wisdom all that is
done under the sun (vs.12-13a).

¢ Notice that the word God (Elohim) appears in this passage, but then the author quickly moves
to look at life apart from God. Again, Solomon’s goal is to look at life under the sun. This, of
course, turns out to be a frustrating and disappointing venture.

As he studies life deep and wide, he comes to three conclusions.

e The first conclusion is that God ordains the world to operate as it does. So, even if you don't
believe in the existence of God, you must still live in His world (v.13b).

o His response to this conclusion and the rest to come is that “...all is vanity and a striving
after the wind” (v.14).

e Second, living in this world is frustrating because nothing can be gained. It's like chasing
after a balloon on a windy day, only to watch it slip through your fingers (v.14b).

e Third, the author provides a proverb to illustrate that nothing in this world can be
straightened out (v.15).

o The Nelson Study Bible says, "Solomon is not claiming that there is no use trying to
straighten out or change anything. Rather, he explains that no amount of investigating or
using the resources of earth will ever straighten out all that is crooked, twisted,
perverted, or turned upside down (7:13)."

» Pursuing early wisdom only generates frustration because it can't fix our
problems. For example, we might be able to use conventional wisdom or
intellect to address health concerns like diabetes, joint pain, heart failure, and
even cancer, but it cannot fix the greatest problem we face, death.

» So, the author looks for other ways besides wisdom to live life under the sun,
only to once again discover that these, too, are a dead end.

' The Nelson Study Bible. Edited by Earl D. Radmacher. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1997. Pg.1080
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FINDING FRUSTRATION (vs. 16-18)

Solomon acknowledges that he has acquired great wisdom, surpassing all who were over Jerusalem
before him, and yet, wisdom wasn’t enough. He turns to madness and folly to see if these avenues
make a difference in his journey to discover meaning and purpose under the sun.

e Dr. Akin says, “...to know madness and folly...in biblical wisdom literature stands for sin, or the
wrong way of life. Solomon was wiser than anyone else, and it did not bring meaning in his life.
He also partied harder than anyone else, and that did not work either. That is what he is saying. |
tried it all. | lived life the right way (wisdom), and I lived life the wrong way (foolishness), and
nothing brought meaning. It was all like trying to grab the wind.?

Finally, Solomon provides another insightful proverb (v.18) His point is that the more you know, the
more you realize how much you don’t know! This can create anxiety, sorrow, and even depression.

What can save us from this drudgery, and where do we find ultimate meaning and purpose?

We need Christ and His gospel. In 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 the apostle Paul said, '® For the word of the
cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. '’ For
it is written, “l will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God
made foolish the wisdom of the world? ?' For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preachto save those who

believe. %’ For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, %’ but we preach Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, ?* but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. ?° For the foolishness of God is wiser than men,
and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

APPLICATIONS:

1. Trustin Jesus by faith, the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Only He can make sense of
this broken world.

2. Letthe wisdom of God shape your life. For this to happen, you must be open to God'’s
instruction (Scriptures).

3. Walk in the wisdom of Christ. Make decisions based on the wisdom of God.

o Ephesians. 5:15 says, “*®* Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, ¢
making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. ' Therefore do not be
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”

4. Instruct another in all wisdom - context one body. Colossians 3:16 says, "' Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

2 Akin, Dr. Daniel L.; Akin, Jonathan; Merida, Tony. Exalting Jesus in Ecclesiastes (Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary) (p.
15). B&H Publishing Group. Kindle Edition.
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TODAY'S MESSAGE: Pleasure and Possessions | Ecclesiastes 2:1-11

THE CENTRAL IDEA: The quest for meaning and purpose cannot be satisfied through pleasure or
possessions.

PLEASURE AND POSSESSIONS

| said in my heart, “Come now, | will test you with pleasure; enjoy yourself.” But behold, this also was
vanity. 21 said of laughter, "It is mad,” and of pleasure, “What use is it?" 3| searched with my heart how
to cheer my body with wine—my heart still guiding me with wisdom—and how to lay hold on folly, till |
might see what was good for the children of man to do under heaven during the few days of their
life. #I made great works. | built houses and planted vineyards for myself. *| made myself gardens and
parks, and planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. | made myself pools from which to water the forest
of growing trees. 7| bought male and female slaves, and had slaves who were born in my house. | had
also great possessions of herds and flocks, more than any who had been before me in Jerusalem. 8|
also gathered for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings and provinces. | got singers, both
men and women, and many concubines, the delight of the sons of man.

POINTLESS PURSUITS
?So | became great and surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem. Also my wisdom remained
with me. " And whatever my eyes desired | did not keep from them. | kept my heart from no pleasure,
for my heart found pleasure in all my toil, and this was my reward for all my toil. "' Then | considered all
that my hands had done and the toil | had expended in doing it, and behold, all was vanity and a
striving after wind, and there was nothing to be gained under the sun.
STUDY QUESTIONS

1. According to Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, what did the Preacher decide to do in his pursuit of finding

meaning in life?

2. How does the Preacher describe laughter and pleasure in Ecclesiastes 2:27

3. In Ecclesiastes 2:3, the Preacher embarks on a project of building what? What was his
motivation behind it?

4. According to Ecclesiastes 2:4-6, what other ventures did the Preacher undertake in his quest
for fulfillment?

5. How did the Preacher describe his wealth and possessions in Ecclesiastes 2:7-8?
6. In Ecclesiastes 2:11, what conclusion did the Preacher draw from his pursuits?

7. How does Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 point us to the gospel?
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ADDITIONAL NOTES:

PERSONAL REFLECTION:

1. Have you ever found yourself pursuing various activities or pleasures to find meaning or
fulfillment in life?

2. Can you recall a specific project or endeavor you pursued with zeal or ambition? What
motivated you to undertake it, and did it ultimately bring you the fulfillment you anticipated?

3. Reflect upon your own material wealth and possessions. How do you view them regarding their
ability to bring lasting contentment or fulfillment?

4. Considering the pursuits and experiences of the Preacher in Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, what
conclusions or insights can you draw for your own life?
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La busqueda de la sabiduria | Eclesiastés 1:12-18

Incluso una busqueda terrenal sincera de sabiduria terminara en frustracion.

En este mensaje, analizamos lo que sucede cuando buscamos significado, propdsito y felicidad
buscando sabiduria, insensatez o ambas.

En estos versiculos, Salomdn, conocido por su sabiduria, nos invita a explorar la busqueda de la
sabiduria y la busqueda del sentido de la vida. A medida que profundizamos en este pasaje,
aprendimos cémo Jesus, la sabiduria de Dios, nos lleva a una vida abundante y como puede
ayudarnos a entender este mundo quebrantado.

Salomdn deliberadamente traté de buscar honestamente (estudiar) y buscar (explorar) con sabiduria
todo lo que se hace debajo del sol (vs. 12-13a).

Note que la palabra Dios (Elohim) aparece en este pasaje, pero luego el autor pasa
rapidamente a ver la vida aparte de Dios. Nuevamente, el objetivo de Salomdn es mirar la vida
bajo el sol. Esto, por supuesto, resulta ser una empresa frustrante y decepcionante.

A medida que estudia la vida de manera profunda y amplia, llega a tres conclusiones.
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La primera conclusién es que Dios ordena que el mundo funcione como lo hace. Entonces,
incluso si no crees en la existencia de Dios, aun debes vivir en Su mundo (v.13b).

o Surespuesta a esta conclusion y al resto por venir es que “...todo es vanidad y correr
tras el viento” (v.14).

Segundo, vivir en este mundo es frustrante porque no se puede ganar nada. Es como
perseguir un globo en un dia ventoso, solo para verlo resbalar entre tus dedos (v.14b).

Tercero, el autor proporciona un proverbio para ilustrar que nada en este mundo se puede
enderezar (v.15).

o LaBiblia de estudio de Nelson dice: "Salomdn no afirma que no sirve de nada tratar de
enderezar o cambiar algo. Més bien, explica que ninguna cantidad de investigacion o
uso de los recursos de la tierra enderezara todo lo que esta torcido, torcido pervertido
o al revés” (7:13).

» Perseguir la sabiduria temprana solo genera frustraciéon porque no puede
solucionar nuestros problemas. Por ejemplo, podriamos usar la sabiduria
convencional o el intelecto para abordar problemas de salud como la diabetes,
el dolor en las articulaciones, la insuficiencia cardiaca e incluso el cancer, pero
no puede solucionar el mayor problema al que nos enfrentamos, la muerte.
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» Entonces, el autor busca otros caminos ademas de la sabiduria para vivir la vida
bajo el sol, solo para descubrir una vez mas que estos también son un callejon
sin salida.

Salomdn reconoce que ha adquirido una gran sabiduria, superando a todos los que estaban sobre
Jerusalén antes que él y, sin embargo, la sabiduria no era suficiente. El recurre a la locuray la
insensatez para ver si estas avenidas hacen una diferencia en su viaje para descubrir el significado y el
propdsito bajo el sol.

e ElDr. Akin dice, “...conocer la locura y la insensatez...en la literatura de sabiduria biblica
representa el pecado, o el modo de vida equivocado. Salomén era mas sabio que nadie, y no
le dio sentido a su vida. También festejaba mas que nadie, y eso tampoco funcioné. Eso es lo
que esta diciendo. Lo probé todo. Vivi la vida de la manera correcta (sabiduria), y vivi la vida
de la manera incorrecta (tonteria), y nada trajo significado. Todo era como tratar de agarrar el
viento.

Finalmente, Salomdn proporciona otro proverbio perspicaz (v.18) jSu punto es que cuanto mas
sabes, méas te das cuenta de lo mucho que no sabes! Esto puede crear ansiedad, tristeza e incluso
depresion.

¢Qué puede salvarnos de esta monotonia y donde encontramos el significado y el propésito
ultimos?

Necesitamos a Cristo y Su evangelio. En 1 Corintios 1:18-25 el apéstol Pablo dijo, “'®Porque la
palabra de la cruz es locura a los que se pierden; pero a los que se salvan, esto es, a nosotros, es
poder de Dios. " Pues esté escrito: Destruiré la sabiduria de los sabios, Y desecharé el entendimiento
de los entendidos.?? ;Dénde esté el sabio? ;Dénde esté el escriba? ;Dénde esté el disputador de
este siglo? ;No ha enloquecido Dios la sabiduria del mundo? 2" Pues ya que en la sabiduria de Dios,
el mundo no conocié a Dios mediante la sabiduria, agradé a Dios salvar a los creyentes por la locura
de la predicacion. 22 Porque los judios piden sefales, y los griegos buscan sabiduria; 2> pero nosotros
predicamos a Cristo crucificado, para los judios ciertamente tropezadero, y para los gentiles

locura; #*mas para los llamados, asi judios como griegos, Cristo poder de Dios, y sabiduria de

Dios. Porque lo insensato de Dios es més sabio que los hombres, y lo débil de Dios es mas fuerte
que los hombres.”

1. Confia en Jesus por la fe, el poder de Dios y la sabiduria de Dios. Solo El puede dar sentido a
este mundo roto.

2. Deje que la sabiduria de Dios moldee su vida. Para que esto suceda, debes estar abierto a la
instruccién de Dios (Escrituras).

3. Andar en la sabiduria de Cristo. Toma decisiones basadas en la sabiduria de Dios (Efesios
5:15).

4. Instruir a otro en toda sabiduria - contexto un cuerpo. (vea Colosenses 3:16).

English - Pages 1-4 | 6



[IFE UNDER THE SUN

La busqueda de significado y propdsito no puede ser satisfecha a través del
placer o las posesiones.

Dije yo en mi corazdn: Ven ahora, te probaré con alegria, y gozaras de bienes. Mas he aqui esto
también era vanidad. 2 A la risa dije: Enloqueces; y al placer: ;De qué sirve esto? ®Propuse en mi
corazdn agasajar mi carne con vino, y que anduviese mi corazén en sabiduria, con retencién de la
necedad, hasta ver cual fuese el bien de los hijos de los hombres, en el cual se ocuparan debajo del
cielo todos los dias de su vida. *Engrandeci mis obras, edifiqué para mi casas, planté para mi

vifias; ®*me hice huertos y jardines, y planté en ellos arboles de todo fruto. ® Me hice estanques de
aguas, para regar de ellos el bosque donde crecian los arboles. ? Compré siervos y siervas, y tuve
siervos nacidos en casa; también tuve posesién grande de vacas y de ovejas, mas que todos los que
fueron antes de mi en Jerusalén. 8 Me amontoné también plata y oro, y tesoros preciados de reyes y
de provincias; me hice de cantores y cantoras, de los deleites de los hijos de los hombres, y de toda
clase de instrumentos de musica.

Y fui engrandecido y aumentado més que todos los que fueron antes de mi en Jerusalén; a mas de
esto, conservé conmigo mi sabiduria. " No negué a mis ojos ninguna cosa que desearan, ni aparté mi
corazdn de placer alguno, porque mi corazén gozd de todo mi trabajo; y esta fue mi parte de toda mi
faena. ™ Miré yo luego todas las obras que habian hecho mis manos, y el trabajo que tomé para
hacerlas; y he aqui, todo era vanidad y afliccién de espiritu, y sin provecho debajo del sol.

1. Segun Eclesiastés 2:1-11, ;qué decidié hacer el Predicador en su bidsqueda de encontrar
sentido a la vida?

2. ;Coémo describe el Predicador la risa y el placer en Eclesiastés 2:2?

3. En Eclesiastés 2:3, el Predicador se embarca en un proyecto de construir jqué? ; Cual fue su
motivacién detras de esto?

4. Segun Eclesiastés 2:4-6, ;qué otras aventuras emprendié el Predicador en su busqueda de
cumplimiento?

5. ;Cémo describid el Predicador su riqueza y posesiones en Eclesiastés 2:7-8?
6. En Eclesiastés 2:11, ;qué conclusién sacé el Predicador de sus actividades?

7. iCoémo nos sefala Eclesiastés 2:1-11 al evangelio?
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1. ¢Alguna vez te has encontrado persiguiendo diversas actividades o placeres para encontrar
significado o satisfaccién en la vida?

2. ;Puede recordar un proyecto o esfuerzo especifico que persiguié con entusiasmo o ambicién?
¢ Qué te motivd a emprenderlo y finalmente te trajo la realizacién que esperabas?

3. Reflexiona sobre tus propias riquezas y posesiones materiales. ; Cémo los ve con respecto a su
capacidad para brindar satisfaccion o satisfacciéon duradera?

4. Considerando las busquedas y experiencias del Predicador en Eclesiastés 2:1-11, ;qué
conclusiones o puntos de vista puedes sacar para tu propia vida?
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